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Dear Friend of Safe Harbor, 

Thank you for your interest in Safe Harbor and the children we serve. Child Abuse 

is not something any of us like to think about.  But we know that 1 in 4 girls and 1 

in 20 boys will be sexually abused, which means that so many children in Dane 

County and surrounding counties are going through this right now.  

In 2023 Safe Harbor served 430 children. About 62% have been sexually abused. 
We also see children who have experienced other kinds of abuse and trauma. On 
any day we might serve a 7-year-old who has been sexually assaulted by a step-
parent; a 10-year-old who takes care of their younger siblings because his parents 
are incapacitated by the opioid epidemic; a 14-year-old who is exploited over the 
internet by an adult posing as a teenager; an 8-year-old who called 911 because 
his mother was getting choked by her boyfriend and couldn’t breathe; or a 4-year-
old wearing a sling because of a broken clavicle due to abuse. These stories are 
difficult to hear and heartbreaking. Our job at Safe Harbor is to not turn away, 
and I’m so glad you are not turning away either.  

At Safe Harbor we provide critical services that help to put children on the road to 
healing and recovery. We listen to their voices and put them at the center of all 
we do.  

 

Thank you for your support. 

 

In peace, 

 

Jennifer Ginsburg, MSSW, LCSW 

Executive Director 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Message from Leadership 

Our Mission & Services 



   

 

 

 

 

OUR HISTORY 

Safe Harbor Child Advocacy Center opened in 1999.  We are the only Child Advocacy Center in Dane 

County. There are 16 Child Advocacy Centers in Wisconsin and over 900 nationwide. Law enforcement, 

child protection, prosecutors, and medical providers come together to this single location to 

collaborate and ultimately reduce the number of times the child has to share and relive their story. 

Since opening our doors, we have served more than over 5,000 children and their families free of 

charge. 

OUR MISSION  
Safe Harbor seeks to reduce the trauma to children who are victims of abuse or neglect or witnesses to 
crimes, by promoting the coordination of multidisciplinary investigations, conducting forensic 
interviews in a child-friendly environment, and providing ongoing advocacy to affected children and 
families. 

OUR SERVICES 
Our services are engaged through referral from law enforcement or child protective services. 

Forensic Interviews in a 
Child-Friendly 
Environment 

Safe Harbor provides a safe and friendly place for a child to talk about what has 
happened to them. Safe Harbor forensic interviewers are highly trained in best 
practice interviewing methods and child development. The forensic interview is 
video recorded, so that the statement can be considered for use in court. 

Ongoing Advocacy to 
Affected Children & 

Families 

Safe Harbor provides family advocacy services to non-offending caregivers of 
children who are interviewed at Safe Harbor.  Family Advocates provide support for 
caregivers both at the time of the interview and on an ongoing basis. In addition, 
Family Advocates can voice concerns of the caregiver to the investigative team. 
 
Family Advocates provide families with quick access to mental health services 
through referral to immediate crisis counseling and/or longer term treatment. 
Family Advocates assist the team and the family in considering and scheduling 
important medical exams at Meriter’s Forensic Nurse Examiners Program or the 
UWHealth Child Protection Program at American Family Children’s Hospital. 
Many families who attend Safe Harbor are in need of basic resources. Family 
Advocates connect families with Emergency Assistance funds such as gas and 
grocery gift cards, rental assistance, energy bill assistance, and more.  

Promoting the 
Coordination of 

Multidisciplinary 
Investigations 

Safe Harbor brings together a multidisciplinary team of professionals with the 
philosophy that collaboration is essential for an effective investigation and 
intervention process. 

Our Mission & Services 
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Safe Harbor provided 430 child forensic interviews in 2023. The chart below shows the number 

of interviews each year since Safe Harbor was founded. 

 
 

 

The chart to the left illustrates the 
breakdown of forensic interviews at Safe 
Harbor in 2023 by maltreatment type. The 
vast majority of cases involve allegations 
of sexual abuse, followed by physical 
abuse, witness to violence, neglect, and 
drug endangered children cases.  
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Forensic Interviews of Children 

Forensic Interviews 

Other
2%

Drug 
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62%
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American 
Indian/Alaska 

Native
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The pie charts to the 

right show clients by 

age and race in 2023. 

The majority of abuse 

victims are 12 years 

old or younger.  

Based on mental 

health referrals, we 

observed that 66% of 

clients identify as 

female and 34% 

identify as male. 

Child’s Race 
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Family Advocacy 
Family Advocates provided services to 435 caregivers in 2023. 
This work entailed making 2,719 contacts with caregivers and 
others on their behalf over the course of 2023.  
 
 

 

Trauma Treatment 
A critical factor in healing and recovery is access to trauma-
focused mental health treatment. Safe Harbor provides short 
term crisis intervention and assessment, and contracts with 
providers for long term assessments and treatment. In 2023 Safe 
Harbor was able to add a position of trauma specialist to provide 
services and support the MDT who is working with traumatic 
material every day. In 2023, Safe Harbor provided over 320 
sessions and referred an additional 40 children for long term 
services 
 

 
 
Ensuring Best Practices for Children 
In addition to providing services, Safe Harbor coordinates county-wide best practice protocols. An 
important goal is to institutionalize best practices, so that there are clear standards and expectations for 
all the systems that come into play when child abuse is exposed. These protocols include child abuse 
response, drug endangered children, and commercial sex trafficking. Safe Harbor also coordinates 
monthly case reviews, to ensure that the protocols are being followed and the team is working together 
effectively.  
 
 

Serving Surrounding Areas 
Safe Harbor serves Dane County. However, we 

also provide services to other counties as a 
courtesy if the child lives in Dane County or there 

is no Child Advocacy Center available in the county 
where the incident occurred. In 2023, Safe Harbor 

provided 130 courtesy interviews for outside 
counties.  

  

Advocacy & the Team Response 

Dane 
County

70%

Courtesy
30%

County of Investigation



   

   

FY2023 (Oct 1 2022- Sep 30 2023) 
 

 

Financial Report 

As a non-profit, Safe Harbor is reliant on the generosity of the 

community to fulfill our mission. The graph to the right shows we 

are funded through grants, fundraising, and our community 

partners.  

Grant and contract Revenue: $671,921 [63%] 

Contributions: $333,024 [31%] 

Investment return, net: $63,391 [~6%] 

Total Support & Revenue: $1,068,336 

 

Support & Revenue 

 



    

Government Contracts 
Dane County Department of Human Services 
State of Wisconsin Office of Crime Victim Services 
Wisconsin Department of Justice 

 

In-Kind Gifts 
Mactaggart’s Inc 
Pepsi Co 
Premium Waters 
Willy St. Co-op 
Starbucks 
Festival Foods 
Woodman’s  
Trader Joe’s 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Corporate Gifts 
100+ Women Who Care 
AFSCME Dane County Professional Social Worker’s Local 26 
Alliant Energy Foundation 
Arch MI 
Associated Physicians, LLP 
Attic Angel Association 
Balisle Family Law 
Big Dreamers United 
Boardman and Clark, LLP 
Carlson Black O’Callaghan & Battenberg LLP 
Charities Aid Foundation America 
Children’s Dental Center of Madison 
Certco, Inc 
Colony Brands Foundation, Inc. 
Culver’s VIP Foundation 
Cuna Mutual Foundation 
DeWitt Law Firm LLP 
Elderspan Management LLC 
Endres Manufacturing 
Epic Charitable Fund 
Exact Sciences Corporation 
Give Lively Foundation 
Group Health Cooperative of South Central WI 
Harbor Athletic Club 
Heckmann Financial 
Hooper Foundation 
Ideal Builders 
Kendra Scott 
Krupp General Contractors 
Luke Briggs Fitness LLC 
Madison Investments 
Madison Professional Police Officers Association 
Park Bank 
The Perkins Coie Foundation 
Pike Fraternity – Pi Kappa Alpha 
Reformadison 
Rotary Club of Madison South Foundation 
Spa Pro LLC 
Steve Stricker American Family Insurance Foundation 
Summit Credit Union 
Suttle Straus 
TDS Telecom Service, LLC 
Tim O’Brien Homes of Madison, LLC 
UW Hospital & Clinics 
Veridian Homes Foundation 
Waunakee Rotary Club Foundation 
Wegner CPAs LLP 

2021 Financial Supporters  

Individual Gifts 
Javon Al Yasiri 
David & Sally Allen 
Kimberly Arnold 
Dr. Greg Avey 
Trudy & Harvey Barash 
Sally & Tom Basting 
Kevin Bavery 
Joanne Becker 
Peter Benson 
Linda & Niles Berman 
Eugene & Marty Berman 
Kristen Bernard 
Dawn Berney 
Michael Blake 
Kathy Blumenfeld 
Lindsey Blumer 
Pat Brisson 
Jeff Brown 
Adam Burish 
Jim & Katie Butman 
Cherise Caradine 
Barbara Carroll 
Paul Carroll 
Karen Cornwell 
Lynn Crenshaw 
Petty Crooks-Mishacoff 
Jessie Crowe 
Kelsey Cushman 
Leon Dandurand 
Anthony Dargiewicz 
Staci Daugird 
Shirley Davie 
Peter Davis 

2023 Financial Supporters 

Peter Davis 
Heather Delaney 
Dawn Deppeler 
Jane & Rick Derauf 
Gordon Disch 
Julie Dittberner 
Diane Donelan 
Regina Dunst 
Jude & Phil Edmonds 
Laurie Elwell 
Regina & Bradley Endres 
Anna Engelhart 
Cre & Christina Engelke 
Robert & Susan Engelke Family Fund 
Carol Faynik 
Richard & Patricia Friday Charitable 
Fund 
Mary Forsythe 
Gary & Deb Foster 
John & Julie Franz 
Rick Friday, Jr. 
Aaron Friedman 
Bryan Fusser 
Robert Gage 
Sarah Galanter-Guziewski 
Janet & Dan Gasser 
Andrew Geshan 
Edward Gilkes 
David Ginsburg 
Betsy Golomski 
Susan Goodwin & Al Fish 

David Goulding 
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Individual Gifts 
Tony Granato 
Elizabeth Grande Schwahn 
Dr. Christopher & Ann Green 
Vicky Grice 
Heidi Habeger 
Melanie Hannam 
Rachael & Jason Harkins 
Justine Harris 
Carol Hassemer 
Nicholas Hayden 
Matt Heckmann 
Jean Heinrichs 
Lisa Heinrichs 
Deborah Herrem 
Linda Hess 
Stephanie Hilton 
William Hisgen 
Tom & Pam Horky 
Michele Ironmonger 
Brian & Julie Johnson 
Scott Jones 
Jane Jung 
Matt Jurasewicz 
Joan Karis 
Patrick Kelly 
Mary Beth Keppel 
Jennifer Klestinski 
Kramer Fund 
Dieter & Staci Kochan 
Frank Koffend 
Erin Kohl 
James Krogstad 
Pauline Kussart 
Dr. Gregory & Ann Landry 
Lang Family Charitable Fund 
Courtney Lanz 
Renee Lauber 
Steven Lehl 
Jay & Gina Lengfeld 
Victor Levine 
Mike Levine 
Dave & Alice Lewandowski 
Jane Lewis 
Ruth Litovsky & David Baum 
Debra Lohr-Foster 
John Lowrey 
Jason & Amy Maas 
Susie & Jim Madden 
Sarah Magenheim 
Ray & Diane Maida 

Scott Majerus 
David Marcum 
John Markson 
Debra Martin 
Dana Maya 
John McLellan 
Patricia McLean 
Michael & Susan McDonald 
Nancy McGill 
Maureen McGlynn Flanagan 
Meg & Michael McGrane 
Shawn McGuire 
Brenda McNatt 
Joseph McNitt 
Holly Mercier 
Sara Michalski 
Erica Moeser 
James & Patricia Moeser 
Jane Moorman 
Stephen Morton 
Kerry Motoviloff 
Robert & Julia Nale 
Paul Nast 
Chief John Nault 
Amanda Nehmer 
Sonja Nealis 
Kathryn Nichol 
Michael Noonan 
Paul Norman 
Nancy Nugent 
Lucia Nunez 
Sarah O’Brien 
Natalie O’Connell 
Denise O’Hara 
Jeff Odgren 
Pete Oettinger 
Jeff Olson 
Susan Oppenheimer 
Tracy Owen 
Ismael Ozanne 
Philip & Susan Palenek 
PASS Family Fund 
John & Verna Perkins 
Lynn Persson 
Joe & Laura Peterson 
Kristin Pille 
John Pilmaier 
Janet Poff 
Eric Pollak 
DJ Primo 

Skyler Quade 
Kari Race 
Amanda Ramer 
Melissa Ratcliff 
Joe & Jen Read 
Barbara Reddeman 
Gerald & Armella Ring 
Sarah Ripp 
Mark McColloch & Teresa Roetter 
Mary Frances Rowley 
Vicki Ruchtiyu 
Bridget & Jay Sandlow 
Peter Sarrazin 
Rob & Liz Sax 
Joseph Schmitt 
Ruth Schoenwetter 
Ann Schuelke 
Ron Schultz 
Topher Scott 
Pu Shen 
Katie Smart 
John & Sharon Soman 
Erik & Maureen Sorensen 
Marci & Jason Speich 
Renae Stafslien 
Noel & Kathy Stanton 
Gregory & Andrea Steinberger 
Sharon Stumbras 
Edith Sullivan 
Tom & Nancy Sundal 
Fan Tait 
Cindy Terrill 
Brian Thill 
Charlie Trevor 
Matthew Valley 
Dirk Van Leeuwen 
Hagit Vardi 
Marc Vitale & Darcy Kind 
Tom & Jennifer Vos 
William Weber 
Daniel Weix 
Anna Wells 
Theran Welsh 
Shane & Sharon West 
Nicole Westphal 
Kathryn White 
Peter Williams 
Thomas Yaeger 
Camille Zanoni 
Joseph & Mary Zwirlein 
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Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Personnel 
 
Jennifer Ginsburg, Executive Director 

Mikel Domnitz, Development Director 

Heidi Figueroa-Velez, Family Advocate/Bilingual Forensic 
Interviewer 

Robyn Klaila, Forensic Interviewer/Forensic Interview 
Program Manager 

Emily Oler, Child Life Specialist/Marketing Assistant 

Meaghan Reindl, Family Advocate/Data Manager 

Caitlin Scales, Family Advocate 

Jenny Rusch, Multidisciplinary Team Coordinator 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Board of Directors 
 
President Anna Engelhart, Station Manager, WKOW  

Vice President Stephanie Hindson, Medical Record Compliance 
Manager, SSM Health@Home 

Treasurer Peter Benson, Vice President Business Banking, Park Bank 

Secretary Jamie Gennrich, Child Welfare Program Supervisor, WI 
Dept of Children and Families 

Past President Jason Buehrle, Certified Financial Planner, Edward 
Jones 

James Butman, President and CEO, TDS Telecommunications, Inc. 
 
Debie Evans, Anesis Center for Family and Marriage Therapy, 
Assistant Director 

Mary Beth Keppel, Dane County Court Commissioner (Retired)  

Meg McGrane, Human Resource Professional (Retired) 

Peggy Crooks Mishacoff, Attorney, State Bar of Wisconsin 
 
Wil Nichol, Director of Player Development, Las Vegas Golden Nights 
 

 

Volunteers 

Volunteers contribute to Safe Harbor in the following capacities: Board Members, Event Planning Committee 
Members, Day-of-Event Helpers, and Office/Childcare Assistants. We also host a yearly UW School of Social 
Work or Madison Area Technical College Intern.  
 

Thank you to our Safe Harbor Staff, Board of Directors 

Volunteers, and Funders! 


